Judy “Jude” House was the kind of teacher—and person—who always put others first. Helping people wasn’t something she thought twice about; if someone needed support, encouragement, or a little extra kindness, Judy was there. That was simply who she was.
A Lansing native, Judy grew up in the community she loved, graduated from Lansing Public Schools, and devoted 25 years of her career to teaching there. Lansing wasn’t just where she worked—it was home. She poured her heart into her students, especially those with special needs, and believed deeply in meeting every child where they were, with patience, humor, and compassion.
The only place Judy would have ever considered leaving Lansing for was Bath—and that decision was made for family. Her family was always her top priority. She transitioned to Bath Schools so she could be on the same school schedule as her son, J. Though her time in Bath lasted just three years, she quickly fell in love with the students, her colleagues, and the community. What was intended to be a short chapter became another place where she left a lasting impression—and a home her family has proudly been part of for more than 20 years.
What many may not know is that once her son graduated, Judy fully intended to return to Lansing Public Schools to continue the work she loved so much, serving students who held a special place in her heart.
Beyond the classroom, Judy gave selflessly. She volunteered countless hours with Special Olympics, proudly cheered on her students through the Miracle League of Mid-Michigan, and made Shop With a Cop a treasured family tradition—wrapping gifts, shopping alongside children, and making sure every child felt seen and valued. She would help anyone, in any way she could, without ever asking for recognition.
Judy passed away in April of 2025 after a courageous battle with cancer, but her legacy lives on in the countless lives she touched—as a teacher, a mentor, a volunteer, a wife, a mother, and a friend. She believed the world needs more great teachers, and she lived that belief every single day.
This page exists to honor Judy not just for what she did, but for who she was: selfless, compassionate, devoted to her family, and full of warmth and laughter. Her superpower was teaching—but her true gift was the love she gave so freely to others. 💜
About the Judy House Memorial Scholarship
The Judy House Memorial Scholarship was created to honor Judy’s lifelong dedication to education and service. Throughout her 28-year teaching career, Judy consistently put students first, leading with kindness, patience, and an unwavering belief in their potential.
Each year, two scholarships will be awarded in Judy’s name—one to a graduating senior from Bath High School and one to a graduating senior from Lansing Public Schools—both pursuing a career in education. This reflects Judy’s deep connections to both communities and her belief that the world needs more great teachers.
The scholarship is awarded to students who demonstrate a commitment to learning, compassion for others, and a desire to make a positive impact in their schools and communities.
By supporting future educators, the Judy House Memorial Scholarship carries forward Judy’s legacy of service, generosity, and love for students—ensuring her impact continues for generations to come.

